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Merci pour votre attention à cette situation!



ETHz restrictions towards Chinese STEM1 Applicants

▪ Wide range of 
majors

▪ Basic Science

▪ CS related

▪ Hard to specify
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1. STEM: Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics



ETHz restrictions towards Chinese STEM1 Applicants

▪ 2) Chinese

▪ 4) STEM majors

▪ Several « YES »
• Rejection (Master)

• Recommended to reject 
(PhD)
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1. STEM: Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/services/finance-and-controlling/open/Compliance/Exportkontrolle/Englisch/Fact-Sheet-Security-Screening-Master-studies.pdf
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/services/finance-and-controlling/open/Compliance/Exportkontrolle/Englisch/Fact-Sheet-Security-Screening-Doktorate.pdf
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Chinese STEM applicants
will have basically no chance 

to be admitted into ETHz

Direct consequence



▪ Academically

• ETHz will lose its competitiveness by excluding talented Chinese students

• Students will suffer from the decline in diversity and equality

• Risk of excessive reliance on national security concerns for student 
rejections, towards not only “unwelcomed countries”

▪ Socially

• More discrimination and isolation towards minorities

▪ E.g. no teaming up with Chinese students, hard to get more data from 
professors, due to the restrictions

▪ Politically

• National security?

• Increased tension

Other consequences
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A bad start for everything



▪ 125 response from Chinese students
• 123 choose “Disagree with the restriction”

• 2 for “It's hard to choose between "agree" and "disagree”

• 0 for “Agree with the restriction”

▪ Comments from Chinese Students
• Unfair

• Racism

• Discrimination

• Swiss Neutrality

• Innocent students

• Lose-lose

• People with Chinese nationality, but never lived in China

• It's really hurtful for me to accept the truth that my university is 
abandoning the principle of diversity and stop accepting students 
like me.

Opinions from Chinese Students
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Opinions from non-Chinese Students
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▪ 65 response from non-Chinese students

• 34 choose “Disagree with the restriction”

• 17 for “It’s hard to choose between ‘agree’ and ‘disagree’”

• 14 for “Agree with the restriction”

▪ Comments from non-Chinese Students

• Academic freedom

• Espionage
• Scientific knowledge should be borderless.

• I understand the security and industrial theft risks… European 
countries need to do more to protect themselves against IP 
theft from China… I'm really not a fan of these racist policies, 
but I don't know what could be a better alternative.



▪ Show care to Chinese students

• They are innocent students, just like you all

• Please do not discriminate against them

▪ Talk about it with your friends

• Explain what happened

• Raise awareness

What Can We Students Do
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▪ Quand ils sont venus
chercher les socialistes, je n’ai
rien dit, je n’étais pas 
socialistes.

▪ Quand ils sont venus
chercher les syndicalistes, je 
n’ai rien dit, je n’étais pas 
syndicaliste.

▪ Quand ils sont venus
chercher les Juifs, je n’ai rien 
dit, je n’étais pas Juif.

▪ Quand ils sont venus me 
chercher, il ne restait plus 
personne pour protester.

Final words*
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▪ First they came for the socialists, 
and I did not speak out —
Because I was not a socialist.

▪ Then they came for the trade 
unionists, and I did not speak 
out—

Because I was not a trade 
unionist.

▪ Then they came for the Jews, and I 
did not speak out—

Because I was not a Jew.

▪ Then they came for me—and 
there was no one left to speak for 
me.

*Not referring anyone as Nazis
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▪ Egalité

▪ Diversité

▪ Responsabilité

▪ Inclusion 

▪ Bienveillance

▪ Dialogue

Chinese Students Need EPFL
EPFL Needs Chinese Students 
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▪ ETHz Restriction on Master Applications 
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/services/finance-and-
controlling/open/Compliance/Exportkontrolle/Englisch/Fact-Sheet-Security-Screening-
Master-studies.pdf

▪ ETHz Restriction on PhD Applications 
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/services/finance-and-
controlling/open/Compliance/Exportkontrolle/Englisch/Fact-Sheet-Security-Screening-
Doktorate.pdf

▪ ETHz Universities That Need A Security Screening 
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/services/finance-and-
controlling/open/Compliance/Exportkontrolle/Englisch/Security-relevant-universities-of-
origin.pdf

▪ ETHz Countries That Need A Security Screening 
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/services/finance-and-
controlling/open/Compliance/Exportkontrolle/Englisch/List-of-embargo-and-Risk-
countries.pdf

▪ 20 Minutes Survey on Fear of Espionage https://www.20min.ch/story/eth-zuerich-angst-vor-
spionage-china-studierende-werden-strenger-geprueft-103214487

▪ Swissinfo Universities Against Espionage https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/foreign-affairs/how-
swiss-universities-combat-espionage-from-high-risk-nations/87921802

▪ Quand ils sont venus chercher… 
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quand_ils_sont_venus_chercher...
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